
 

Lower School (Jr. K-Grade 5) ELA Summer Packet 
 

Reading is one of the most important activities your child can engage in during the summer.  
Through reading, children learn new things, develop new vocabulary, explore interesting places, 

and even maintain school learning from the academic year. All students are required to 
complete the reading assignments listed below prior to the first day of school. Your child 

should be prepared to discuss what was read and possibly complete an accompanying written 
assignment during class. 

 
Please read below to find the list of assignments, organized by grade. 

 
Entering Jr. Kindergarten 

• Read aloud to your child for at least 15 minutes every day. 
• Introduce letter sounds/sound-symbol correspondence when reading (a few times a 

week). 
• Daily writing: 

o focus on correct pencil grip 
o the student should practice writing their name, using uppercase and lowercase 

letters 
o practice writing the alphabet and the numbers 1 – 5 

• Counting: practice counting objects to 10 a few times a week. 

 

Entering Kindergarten 

• Read aloud to your child for at least 15 minutes every day. Practice reading Fry’s The 
First Hundred List 2, 3, 4 and The Second Hundred List 1 and 2. 

• Additionally, the following two required texts are: 
o It Is School Time by Reading a-z 

o Please complete the four attached worksheets that accompany this text. 
• It Is School Time – Worksheet 1 
• It Is School Time – Worksheet 2 
• It Is School Time – Worksheet 3 
• It Is School Time – Worksheet 4 

o From A to Z by Reading a-z 
• Daily Journal Writing 

o Summer Writing Prompts 

https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685478410961
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685478410961
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/It_Is_School_Time_Kindergarten.pdf?1685478512683
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/It_Is_School_Time_1.pdf?1685478556493
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/It_Is_School_Time_2.pdf?1685478603751
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/It_Is_School_Time_3.pdf?1685478644460
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/It_Is_School_Time_4.pdf?1685478677546
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/From_A_to_Z_Kindergarten.pdf?1685478727515
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/Kindergarten_Summer_Writing_Prompts.pdf?1685478783302


o Kindergarten Writing Sheets 
• Practice penmanship for 10 minutes each day. 

 

Entering First Grade 

• Please have your child read both fiction and nonfiction books and other reading 
material- about 20 minutes each day. Practice reading Fry’s The Second Hundred List 3 
and 4 + The Third Hundred List 1, 2, and 3. 

• Read Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel and Little Bear by Else Holmeland 
Minarik. Each book is comprised of a number of short stories. Students pick one from 
each book and explain why it is their favorite. 

• Keep a writing journal and write daily: 
o 1st Grade Journal Prompts.docx 

• Practice penmanship for 10 minutes each day. 

 

Entering 2nd Grade 

• Please have your child read books from several different genres, reading for at least 20 
minutes each day. 

• Practice reading Fry’s The Third Hundred List 4 + The Fourth Hundred List 1, 2, 3, and 
4. 

• Required reading is: 
o Summer According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney (fantasy) 
o A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin by Jeff Bryant (biography) 
o Built to Last by David Macaulay (informational) 
o Brixton Brothers: The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity by Mac Barnett (mystery) 
o Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff (realistic fiction) 
o Bill Peet: An Autobiography by Bill Peet (autobiography) 

• 2nd Grade Summer Reading and Written Response Questions 
• Grammar practice—Visit https://www.turtlediary.com/ to keep skills razor sharp. 
• Daily journaling: 2nd Grade Journal Writing 

 

Entering 3rd Grade 

• Please have your child read books from several different genres, reading for at least 30 
minutes each day. Practice reading Fry’s The Fifth Hundred List and The Sixth Hundred 
List—all four lists on each. 

• Required reading is 
o Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl (animal fantasy) 
o Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel by Nikki Grimes (fiction) 

• Response to Literature: 

https://free4classrooms.com/free-primary-lined-writing-paper-with-drawing-art-box/
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685479060017
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685479060017
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/1st_Grade_Journal_Prompts_(1).pdf?1685478966332
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/1st_Grade_Journal_Prompts_(1).pdf?1685478966332
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685479060017
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685479060017
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/2nd_Grade_Summer_Reading.pdf?1685479688828
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/2nd_Grade_Journaling.pdf?1685480037561
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685480064283
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685480064283


o Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl (animal fantasy): Using words such as same, 
similar, similarly, differ, different, and difference, write 2-3 paragraphs comparing 
and contrasting this novel with another. The other novel should be another 
book you have already read from the same genre, animal fantasy. 

o Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel by Nikki Grimes (fiction): As you read, think 
about the different elements of the novel, and write a few sentences about each. 
 Plot (story) 
 Characters (main characters and others) 
 Setting (where and when does the story take place?) 
 Conflict (the problems in the book) 
 Theme (what is the message in the story?) 

• Daily Writing: Keep a journal and record each day’s adventures. 
• Grammar Practice: Visit the following websites to keep your grammar skills sharp. 

o Verb & Nouns https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammarworksheets/thirdgrade-
3/verbs/verbs-nouns 

o Regular Plural Nouns (nouns ending in s, x, z, ch or sh, add -es at the end) 
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/thirdgrade3/nouns/plural-
nouns 

o Irregular Plural Nouns 
https://www.k5learning.com/freegrammarworksheets/third-grade-
3/nouns/irregular-nouns 

o Pronouns https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-
worksheets/thirdgrade3/pronouns/replacing-nouns 

o Students will soar knowing these irregular vowel families too. 
 "igh" /aɪ/ as in high or sight 
 "-ng" /ɪŋ/, /æŋ/, /ʌŋ/ as in sing, song, sung 
 "ost" /oʊ/ as in most (but not "lost" or "cost") 
 "ow" /oʊ/, /aʊ/ has two different sounds as in low, and cow 
 "ed" /ət/, /d/, /t/ has three different sounds as in lifted, played, and walked 

 

Entering 4th Grade 

• Please have your child read books from several different genres, reading for at least 30 
minutes each day. Practice reading Fry’s The Seventh Hundred List and The Eighth 
Hundred List—all four lists on each. 

• Required reading is one title (your choice where there is more than one title listed) 
from each genre. 

o Literature (Fiction) 
 Holes by Louis Sachar 
 Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo 
 Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble Magnet by Zanib Mian 

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammarworksheets/thirdgrade-3/verbs/verbs-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammarworksheets/thirdgrade-3/verbs/verbs-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/thirdgrade3/nouns/plural-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/thirdgrade3/nouns/plural-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/freegrammarworksheets/third-grade-3/nouns/irregular-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/freegrammarworksheets/third-grade-3/nouns/irregular-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/thirdgrade3/pronouns/replacing-nouns
https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/thirdgrade3/pronouns/replacing-nouns
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685480064283
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/fry_complete_1000.pdf?1685480064283


o Fantasy 
 James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl 
 Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan 
 When you Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller 
 Willodeen by Katherine Applegate 

o Historical Fiction 
 The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
 How I Became a Spy: A Mystery of WWII London by Deborah Hopkinson 
 Show Me a Sign by Ann Clare LeZott 
 Ahmisa by Supriya Kelkar 
 Dear America any book in series 

o Informational (Nonfiction) 
 From an Idea to Nike: How Marketing Made Nike a Global Success by Lowey 

Bundy Sichol 
 History Smashers by Kate Messner (any book in series) 
 Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart by Candace 

Fleming 
 The Girl Who Drew Butterflies: How Maria Merian's Art Changed Science by 

Joyce Sidman 
 Bear-ology: Fascinating Bear Facts, Tales and Trivia by Sylvia Dolson 

• Daily Writing: 4th Grade Writing Prompts 
• Grammar Practice: Complete these grammar sheets to keep your skills razor sharp. 

 

Entering 5th Grade 

• Please have your child read books from several different genres, reading for at least 30 
minutes each day. 

• Practice reading Fry’s The Ninth Hundred List and The Tenth Hundred List—all four 
lists on each. 

• Required reading is 
o Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis (fantasy) 
o The One and Only Ivan by K.A. Applegate (fiction) 
o Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary (realistic fiction) 
o National Geographic Kids magazine by National Geographic (nonfiction) 

• Reading Log: Keep track of the books you have read on the reading log. 
• Please read at least one book of your choice from each of the genres listed and 

complete the accompanying assignment for one book from each genre. 
1. Biography: Write a 5+-paragraph letter to the biographical figure 
2. Fantasy: Rewrite the ending, using at least 2 pages of college-ruled paper. 
3. Fiction: Create a collage to highlight the narrative’s parts. 

• Daily Writing: Keep a journal and record each day’s adventures. 

 

https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/4th_Grade_Summer_Writing_Prompts.pdf?1685480515858
https://www.quarrylane.org/uploaded/LowerSchool/Summer_Reading_2012-2013/4th_Grade_Grammar_Packet.pdf?1685480602955

