
ALUMNI UPDATE

Much has happened since our last update, most notably, the global pandemic that 
has undoubtedly affected all of us in some way or another.   We hope that our 
alumni members have remained safe and healthy throughout this time.  One of the 
silver linings  we have found during this uncertain, unprecedented time has been 
the strengthened connection within our community.  Despite being away from one 
another physically, the Cougar community stepped up to support each other and 
navigate through this extraordinary time together.   We have a deepened appreciation 
for the support and connection we give to one another,  be it through Zoom, social 
media, chats and other virtual spaces.  Thank you to our alumni members who 
participated in our School Expo events this year and shared their story.  We hope 
you continue to stay connected with us at QLS, our doors are always open and 
welcome to our alumni--even if they are virtual ones! 

Enjoy the updates and stories from your fellow alumni members in this issue! 

QUARRY LANE ALUMNI IN THEIR 
OWN WORDS 

ALUMNI 
STORIES

“The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly made my first-year experience 
different from the one that I had envisoned [yet] I am still thorougly enjoying 

my college experience.”

Rhea Mitr (‘20)

Greetings Alumni!

Currently Attending:  Stanford University

Dear QLS Family,

Wow, it feels so surreal that it has almost been one full year since I 
graduated from QLS! I have had an amazing time in my freshman year 
at Stanford, and although the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly made 
my first-year experience different from the one that I had envisioned, I 
am still thoroughly enjoying my college experience. The pandemic has 
made some classes virtual, but this has given me the opportunity to 
explore many different academic interests that I never imagined I might 
pursue.  Although I am planning on continuing with the pre-med track, 
I took a really fun class on Rocket Science last quarter, which was 
fascinating. My professors have been so inspiring and have provided 
me with many research opportunities . . . fun fact, one of my professors 
was Elon Musk’s next-door neighbor! :) I have also become involved in 
various Stanford clubs/activities, through which I have gained many life-
long friends. In my free time, I have been hiking outdoors and playing 
soccer with classmates.
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The Arthur S. Campbell Award is the commencement award given to one graduating senior with an outstanding scholastic record within 
the School of Science at Saint Mary’s College of California. Every spring, each department selects one student to be put forth for the 
school of science award (I was put forward for the biology department). I was then asked to describe my four greatest academic and 
scientific accomplishments while at Saint Mary’s and how the School of Science provided a unique undergraduate experience. I wrote on 
how I selected Saint Mary’s because I liked the small class sizes and the real relationships that I could build with my professors (much like 
I experienced at Quarry Lane) and how the School of Science helped me find my passions and a hame within Saint Mary’s. I majored in 
Biology and have dual minors in Chemistry and Spanish. For additional general academic background, I was also inducted into Alpha Mu 
Gamma, a foreign language honor society, for my achievement in the Spanish department, and into Phi Kappa Phi, a national honor society, 
for ranking in the top 10% of my graduating class. I will be graduating Magna Cum Laude with a 3.8 GPA.
 
My introduction into research (and my first accomplishment I listed) was taking part in the Summer Research Program at Saint Mary’s, 
where I conducted research over the summer in Synthetic Organic Chemistry, working to synthesize inhibitors to tyrosinase, as enzyme 
in the melanin production pathway.  I entered SMC dead set on going into an MD program after I graduated, but this passion for research 
led me to pursue other ways of utilizing science to help improve people’s health and our understanding of the underlying mechanisms of disease. 

My next achievement was being certified in Medical Spanish (for NPs, PAs, and Physicians) which I did as an independent study as part of 
my Spanish minor. I chose to do this course and certification as I knew the importance of bilingualism in health care, and that knowing 
how to utilize spanish in a medical setting would allow me to reach a larger patient demographic.

My next scientific achievement was scoring in the 99th percentile on the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT), which tests General 
and Organic Chemistry, Biology and Biochemistry, Physics, Psychology, Sociology, and Critical Thinking skills.  I have since started working 
as a General Chemistry MCAT Instructor at The Princeton Review. 

My final achievement listed for the award was the submission of my first first-author paper for review in a scientific journal. This 
paper was a methods paper on the isolation and culturing of embryonic rat superior cervical ganglia (SCGs) for use in proteomic and 
morphological analyses. The paper was submitted, with an accompanying video which I narrated, to the Journal of Visualized Experiments. 
I have received my first set of reviewer comments and am in the process of editing it for its second round of reviews by the end of 
June. I am also listed as third author on a second paper that is in review regarding the role of Gamma Secretase in dendritic growth in 
embryonic rat SCGs. 

I also worked on a separate research project in synthetic inorganic chemistry and chemical instrumentation, which the board was aware 
of but I didn’t list as a major accomplishment since it was the least important of my three research projects.  Additionally, I worked as 
a tutor at SMC in General Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Physics, Biology, and Biochemistry.  Of the seven students nominated, from 
Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics, Math, Psychology, and Environmental Science, I was selected to receive the award for this year’s 
graduating class. 

In the coming years, I plan to work as a research associate for two years. Next year, I will be applying to MD/PhD programs so that I can 
continue pursuing medicine and have a direct impact on my patients through treating them as well as pursuing basic science research 
(hopefully in Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology) which can have a greater impact on more people in the long run. 

CLASS OF 2016 

Graduated:  St. Mary’s College (BS Biology)
Currently: Junior Specialist @ UCSF - Department of Urology

ALUMNI UPDATES 

Megan Holt 

QLS alumna, Megan Holt (‘16) graduated Magna Cum Laude from Saint 
Mary’s College with a Bachelor of Science in biology in the Spring of 2020.  
Megan was awarded the Arthur S. Campbell Award from the Saint Mary’s 
College School of Science. This summer,  Megan joined the University of 
California, San Francico’s Department of Urology as a Junior Specialist, 
working in the Ruggero Lab studying translational control in cancer.  Hear 
from Megan in her own words, as she details her recent achievements. 



ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT

“This time has taught me a lot; key growth has been 
resilience and patience, and most importantly, to focus 

on being kind and grateful..”

ALUMNI STORIES continued...

As nearly all of our events shifted to a virtual platform, we welcomed the opportunity to host several QLS alumni 
members to share their perspectives and experiences at our Virtual School Expo/Open House events. 

Hey everyone, for those who don’t remember me, I graduated from QLS back in 
2015, and returned back to New Zealand to commence my tertiary education. 
Since then, I’ve graduated as a mechanical engineer, working as a product 
development engineer, and most recently transitioning into a Data Analyst, 
supporting the Global Supply Chain and Operations, for a large medical devices 
company. 

2020 has been a challenging year for us all, and I’ve been extremely lucky to have 
been in New Zealand. I’ve spent the last year reflecting on myself, learning new 
skills relevant to my new job, spending a lot more time with family and friends, and 
reading more books! Of course, as borders are closed around the world, I’ve also 
spent some time travelling more around the beautiful country of New Zealand, 
supporting our local businesses. Here I am paddle boarding on Lake Wanaka in 
the South Island and kayaking in the northern part of the north island. 2020 was 
also the year I sat on my first panel and gave my first interview (online) talking 
about women in STEM, and what 
breaking the glass ceiling means 

for underrepresented minorities in the industry! 

This time has taught me a lot; key growth has been resilience and patience, and 
most importantly, to focus on being kind and grateful.  As we start 2021, I’m 
hoping that vaccines will allow us to continue our lives in this new normal, and 
that we continue to focus on kindness. Take care, and be safe, and I hope once 
things get better, that I can visit the US!

Zainab Manansawala (‘15)
Graduated: Auckland University of Technology 
(Bachelor of Engineering)

Thank you to the following 
alumni members for taking 
the time to connect with our 
community: 

Tyler Lu (‘19)
Justina Lee (‘19)
Megan Holt (‘16)
Ravi Maddalli (‘15)
Tushar Kundu (‘13)
Yu Fu (‘14)
Anik Sen (‘20)
Jonathan Draper (‘20)



GET SOCIAL

Stay up to date on the latest at Quarry Lane and follow us on: 

INSTAGRAM: @QuarryLaneSchool

FACEBOOK:  @QuarryLaneSchool
             @QuarryLaneAlumni

LINKEDIN: Quarry Lane School 

Hi! My name is Kajri. I will be receiving my BFA in Graphic Design from California 
College of the Arts at the end of the year (December 2021). Once I graduate, I will 
(hopefully) join the world of branding, design research, marketing, identity systems, 
and logo design, book design. It has been an amazing journey; I can’t believe its been 4 
years since I graduated from Quarry Lane! I’ve learned how to be more independent, 
how to  go after opportunities, and how to make a difference (even if it is very small).

In the past few years, I have had the opportunity to work with some great 
organizations (pro bono) through California College of the Arts in-house design 
studio, TBD* and on my own. One of my favorite clients that I got to work with was 
Clown Corps. Clown Corps is an amazing organization that works nationally and 
internationally to bring joy to peoples live through clowning, compassion, and play. My 
Co-Lead designer and I created a warm, sophisticated, and playful brand identity system that appeals to people of all ages. You 
can check out the project at tbdcca.com.

The project that I am especially proud of is Consent Education. It started as a school project but I pushed it further and made 
it into a reality because I knew it could help so many people and nothing like it exists. It is an approachable website specifically 
designed for middle school age kids that explains what sexual assault is and focuses on consent. It also provides resources for 
survivors.  My goal is to keep kids informed and help people feel empowered to speak up. I conducted thorough research and 
developed a case study before creating and designing the website. I am really proud of it and have even been contacted by 
individuals and schools asking if they can use it. Check it out at consenteducation.org 
I would be happy to talk more about my experience and provide any insight or advice :)

Kajri Popat (‘17)
Currently Attending: California College of the Arts 

After graduating from Quarry Lane, I spent four years at Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, getting my bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering and Computer 
Science. I really enjoyed my time there, and I felt prepared for it. Currently, I am a 
software engineer at Collins Aerospace, working on software defined radios. I am also 
working towards a Master’s degree in Systems Engineering from George Washington 
University. I’ve certainly been busy, but I’m used to it at this point! 

Michael Rusnak (‘15)
Graduated: Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology (BS 
Computer Engineering and Computer Science)

Got an idea? Want to get involved? 
Contact QLS Alumni Coordinator: Cynthia Cavanna 
ccavanna@quarrylane.org or alumni@quarrylane.org 

ALUMNI STORIES continued...


