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QLS Alumni…
Where Are They Now?

The list below is a compilation of the nation’s 
tops schools that have accepted Quarry Lane 
alumni.
Carnegie Melon
Chapman University
Clark University 
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College 
Drexel University 
Emory University
Georgetown University 
Gonzaga University 
Harvard University 
Johns Hopkins University
Loyola Marymount University 
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Penn State
Rice University 
Saint Mary’s College
Stanford University 
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of Chicago
University of Maryland
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill
University of Southern California 
Vanderbilt University 
Whitman University
Whittier University

Looking Back to Look Ahead

The Smart Get Smarter

top college admissions. Students at other 
schools seek to be accepted by their top 
choice universities, while top choice 
universities are seeking to be accepted 
by Quarry Lane graduates. 

So what is in store for this year to 
come? While only time can tell what 
excitement will ensue, I am confident 
that we are heading in the right 
direction. We recognize that transitional 
stages of a child’s life are of the upmost 
significance, so we are working to bridge 
the gaps with increased focus on our 
junior kindergarten program, as well as 
our middle school program. We also are 
thrilled with our college counseling—
designed to help transition all students 
into their college years, by providing 
academic and emotional support to each 
and every student at Quarry Lane. Our 
athletics, academics and extracurricular 
activities are flourishing and we are 
embracing new technology in the 
classroom, such as with our Smart Board 
interactive white boards. This school 

Another school year has come 
and gone and here we are 
again at the beginning. The 

beginning of a school year brings forth 
an excitement of newness as well as an 
air of reflection. Each year, as I watch 
students begin their year’s progress 
towards academic achievement, I find 
myself recalling the growth that has 
brought us to the current year, not only 
in the many years that are the history of  
Quarry Lane, but in the most recent year 
as well. 

Each year is built upon the ones 
that have passed and this year is no 
different. We begin the 2012-2013 
school year with an already heightened 
level of success. Our International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
(IB) is thriving. And with the addition 
of new faculty this year, several with 
doctorate degrees, we are continually 
progressing beyond my expectations. 
Students, both domestic and in our 
International Academy, are achieving 

Sincerely,

Sabri Arac, Ph.D.
Head of School

Middle School Leadership: Tomorrow’s Leaders Dealing With Today’s Problems

At Quarry Lane, we strive to 
nurture the 
whole child. By 

the time students reach 
middle school, they begin 
to also nurture others. 
This year, the Middle 
School Leadership class 
has taken this to an 
impressive level. Led 
by eighth grader Yuvraj 
Mahadeshwar as class 
president, they have been 
working on numerous 
charitable causes for our 
community. 

In addition to 
participating in the 
Prescription Eye Glasses 
Drive for the local Lyons Club, Used 
Shoe Drive and the Canned Food 

Drive, they organized and ran both 
a Halloween Costume 
Drive and a Breast Cancer 
Awareness Campaign 
during the month of 
October. Leading up to 
Halloween, leadership 
students collected 
costumes from the 
Quarry Lane community 
to be donated to the less 
fortunate. They gathered 
many contributions and 
did their best to mend 
those costumes that 
were damaged. Once 

the costumes were again 
wearable, they were 
donated to children in the 

area that did not have the means to get 
a costume for the holiday. In this way, 

they were able to make the special night 
memorable for those children that need 
it the most. 

October was a busy month for the 
Leadership students! It was National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month and 
they made sure that we were part of it. 
To gather donations, they created and 
sold handmade pink bracelets and they 
opened up a special Free Dress day to all 
middle schoolers, in which a donation 
was made for a chance to wear Pink. 
Additionally, they collected donations 
for the whole of the month and brought 
in an impressive amount. All proceeds 
were directly submitted to the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure campaign. 

While the QLS middle schoolers are 
still involved in your typical preteen 
activities—lunch with friends, school 
dances and preparing for their high 

school years—they have also proven to go 
above and beyond the typical. Through 
their compassion and determination, 
the middle school students at Quarry 
Lane are an inspiration to all. Director of 
Student Affairs, Mrs. Alexis Gallagher, 
says, “The efforts of our middle school 
students have been amazing this year  in 
leadership. All the goals that they have 
set with the fundraising events have 
been such a success. They have worked 
so hard with our community [and] 
everything they have set their minds to 
they have accomplished! I am so proud 
of them and us as a school. I couldn’t ask 
for a better student body.”

The era of technology is upon us. 
We are constantly greeted by the 
latest and greatest devices on the 

market. At Quarry Lane, we recognize the 
importance of some of these inventions 
to education. One of the most talked 
about forms of technology currently in 
education (and added to our curriculum) 
is the Smart Board interactive white 
boards. These Smart Boards use SMART 
Notebook collaborative software to 
create a classroom experience that is 
unrivaled by any traditional teaching 
method. 

The boards, which employ touch 
resolution and optical sensors, can be 
used as both a regular white board with 
dry erase markers or as a computerized 
visualization of the lesson. Quarry Lane 
has decided to embrace this technology 
in many of our classrooms in both Lower 

School and Upper School. Currently, the 
boards are in select Math, Science and 
English classrooms in the Upper School, 
as well as in both fifth grade classrooms. 
By the end of the 
calendar year, 
there will be Smart 
Boards in grades 
2-5, in addition to 
the select Middle 
School and High 
School academic 
classes. 

QLS teachers 
have been using 
these Smart 
Boards for 
multiple academic purposes—from 
grammar lessons to creative projects. Dr. 
Taylor’s physics class even did a project 
in which the students looked at a recent 

QLS basketball game to analyze the 
plays that were used. They were able to 
measure angles and draw directly onto 
the screen. 

Fifth grade 
teacher, Mien 
Le, uses hers for 
math studies. 
While teaching 
her students 
how to add and 
subtract mixed 
numbers, she 
uses the software 
provided to show 
an example of the 
mixed numbers. 

Students can change whole numbers into 
fractions by just dragging the images with 
their fingers to the appropriate location. 
There is even a visual garbage can that 

symbolizes the subtraction process. 
This creates a real world example of an 
abstract question. “I’m showing you a 
different way to visualize the equation,” 
Ms. Le explained to her curious students 
during a math lesson.

According to a study done at Liberty 
University, these boards reach a wide 
range of learners in the classroom, 
“Visual learners benefit from seeing 
information displayed in colorful, large 
format. Kinesthetic learners have the 
opportunity to write on, highlight, 
and interact with the [Smart Boards]. 
Auditory learners are accommodated 
through dialogue, sound effects, and 
oral stimulation.” By reaching every 
learner, these boards are doing more 
than just helping with a lesson. They are 
helping to join together the classroom as 
a stronger community of learners. 

Alameda County Community 
Food Bank picking up the 

donations collected at QLS.

year is bound to be as successful as we 
have become accustomed to seeing. With 
dedication and drive, we will later look 
back on this year as one that helped to us 
to arrive at who we will become. 

  Use of the Smart Boards in a fifth grade
  mathematics lesson. 



UPCOMING EVENTS
HERE ARE SOME IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR.

December 14 – International Potluck

December 20 – Evening of the Arts

December 24-January 4 – Winter Break (No School JK-12)

February 25-March 1 – Read Across America Week

2012-2013 Admissions Events
Date Time Event                                Location of Event
December 9   1-4 p.m. Open House                    Dublin Campus
   3-5 p.m. Open House                    Pleasanton West and East Campuses
January 27   1-4 p.m. Open House                    Dublin Campus
   3-5 p.m. Open House                    Pleasanton West and East Campuses

 

Some students spend summers 
sleeping in and lounging in the 
sun. For others, summer is spent 

enriching the mind. Senior Tushar 
Kundu is of the latter. This summer, he 
spent four weeks living on campus at UC 
San Diego, participating in the California 
State Summer School for Mathematics 
and Science (COSMOS) program. This 
is a program for high school students 
which creates an environment where 
modern scientific topics are explored. 
The program takes 
a lot of work just 
to be admitted—
and that is before 
the real work 
even begins. 
Tushar submitted 
a series of essays 
along with a 
formal application 
and letters of 
reccomendation. 
With only a 
25% acceptance 
rate, Tushar’s 
admittance was 
quite impressive.

Within the 
program, Tushar 
participated in 
a cluster (group of around twenty 
students) known as Light at Work—
the study of optics. Within the cluster, 
students studied topics in biology, 
chemistry and physics to discover 
how both natural light and manmade 
light works, including the optical 
communication between light and 
sound. “It was pretty cool,” he said.   

Within each cluster, students 
were broken into groups to study 
and experiment on a specific topic. 
While many students chose to study 
holograms or manmade lasers, Tushar 
was more interested in studying 

TEACHER Spotlight

Student Spotlight

Trying to spark excitement over 
decimals and variables is not 
an easy task. But for Mr. Eric 

Nguyen, that challenge is one that he 
not only looks forward to, but thrives 
from accomplishing. Having been at 
Quarry Lane since 2004, 
he has seen his share of 
students come in and 
out of his classroom—
some with an immediate 
desire to learn and some 
that take more guidance 
to get there.  And he 
enjoys every bit of this! 

Mr. Nguyen 
graduated from the 
University of California: 
Riverside with a major 
in Applied Mathematics 
and minor in Economics.  
In addition to being one 
of the most adored math 
teachers on campus, this 
year he also embarks on the journey of 
being the Head of the Middle School 
Math Department and Middle School 
Coordinator. He has taught everywhere 
from fifth through twelfth grade at QLS. 
He said, “I enjoy teaching my middle 
school students as much as I enjoy 
teaching my high school students. They 
really aren’t that different!” 

Mr. Nguyen’s teaching philosophy 
is to inspire his students to love what 
they do and acknowledge that making 

Eric Nguyen: Upper School

Close Up

mistakes happens, but he encourages 
his students to learn from them.  His 
classroom is a safe space for all students. 
He explains, “My students know I’m a 
funny person.  I believe laugher and 
learning come hand-in-hand.  In my 

classes, my students 
speak their minds, but 
know the boundary line 
between free speech 
versus respect!”  

Growing up, Mr. 
Nguyen always wanted 
to be a teacher.  His older 
sister is also a math 
teacher, who teaches at 
a community college 
near Los Angeles.  “My 
sister inspired me to 
teach.  She had so many 
wonderful stories to tell 
when she came home 
from work that inspired 
me,” he says with an air 

of admiration. He and his sister share 
a love of seeing all the happy, smiling 
faces of students every day. He confides, 
“Quarry Lane certainly does have so 
many happy children!”  

When Mr. Nguyen is not crunching 
numbers in the classroom, he is 
being physically active outside of it. 
“My outlets are running and playing 
volleyball. I have run about ten half 
marathons so far.  I also play volleyball 
about four nights a week,” he explained. 

fingerprinting, using Frustrated Total 
Internal Reflection. “This is when light 
gets caught between glass and it’s used 
in modern fingerprinting technology,” 
he explained. Within his group, they 
not only studied the topic, they were 
actually able to create a finger printer 
using a prism and light source, where 
the image bounces into the camera and 
tests different kinds of contrast analysis. 

Though this program only lasted for 
the summer, Tushar has already taken 

what he has learned 
and applied it to his 
studies at Quarry Lane. 
In his fall International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Art 
class, he created an art 
piece that combines 
the Om sign from his 
culture along with light 
diffraction grading to 
create a piece of work 
that truly shines—
literally! And he won’t 
stop at just artwork. In 
the spring, he intends 
to return to Applied 
Science to continue 
a project he began in 
tenth grade when he 
attempted to create 

an alert system to protect children 
with autism from leaving the house 
unattended. He will be using his 
newfound knowledge to incorporate 
fingerprint technology into his design. 

When he’s not in the lab, Tushar is 
your typical teenage boy—he enjoys 
supporting all of the Bay Area sports 
teams, especially the Oakland A’s, 
whose games he attends as frequently 
as possible—he even went to a playoff 
game this year! He is also a big fan of 
music and going to concerts whenever 
he can. “I really think music is our way 
of expressing ourselves,” he said.  

Senior Selected Out of Hundreds 
For COSMOS Summer Program

Second Grader, Daltin Silva Took 
First Place in the Nation
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For eight year old Daltin Silva, 
after school sports have gone to a 
whole new level. He participates 

in grappling, a sport that combines 
elements of martial arts 
and wrestling that doesn’t 
allow punching, kicking 
or striking. Following 
in his dad’s footsteps, 
who does Mixed Martial 
Arts—a more combative 
version of the sport—he 
has participated in the 
national competition, 
Grapplers Quest. At his 
last Grapplers Quest 
tournament, hosted in 
Nevada, Daltin took 
first place in his age and 
weight class, beating his 
opponent in less than 
thirty seconds! 

A lot of preparation 
goes into being a champion. Daltin 
practices at least twice a week at the 
Combat Sports Academy in Dublin: 
working on taking shots (trying to get the 
other person on their back), sprawling 
(defending the shot) and going over 
moves. He also does rolling—practice 

matches against a partner around the 
same weight and size, where they put 
half of their effort in to prepare for a 
real match. And the championships 

are where all the fun is! 
Daltin says, “My favorite 
part is when I get to hear 
the announcement of 
who wins my match!”

While Daltin says he 
does want to eventually 
move into Mixed 
Martial Arts like his 
dad, for now, he’s a 
bright second grader 
with a love for reading. 
He is at an advanced 
reading level and is a 
big fan of the Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid series and 
says “ I’ve read every 
one that they’ve made!” 
He even finished the 

last one in just three days, reading over 
90 pages in one night—and he still had 
time to spare before bed! And reading 
is not his only strong subject—his first 
progress report shows he’s as good in 
the classroom as he is on the mat. Great 
grappling and great grades!

Reaching down to the 
kindergarten level and touching 
the lives of the students is a job 

for someone very special. Ms. Kristine 
Widmer is one of those people that 
thrives on the job. Ms. Widmer, whose 
academic background includes a 
Masters in Education and a Bachelors 
in Accounting and Technology, started 
at Quarry Lane over eight years ago. 
Having experienced public schools 
in Pleasanton before 
coming to Quarry 
Lane, she is most 
appreciative of the 
tighter community that 
we have here. “Our 
community is one-of-a-
kind,” she said happily. 

And her classroom is 
no different! In addition 
to the everyday 
teaching in the 
advanced kindergarten 
program, such as 
phonetic spelling 
to develop reading 
abilities and sounds, 
Ms. Widmer says, “I 
also ensure that I offer 
further opportunities, 
even participating 
in national reading programs that 
provide real world connections to our 
curriculum.” Additionally, she creates 
public speaking assignments to allow 

the students to practice speaking 
in front of an audience and has her 
students write full personal narratives 
based on childhood memories. She 
explains that her teaching philosophy 
is to “teach the whole child, develop 
their strong points and make them 
comfortable with the areas they need to 
work on.” As a person who always felt 
a pull towards teaching, Ms. Widmer 
enjoys the varying personalities of her 

students the most, as 
well as the innocence 
they bring to every 
situation. “I see the 
world differently. You 
stop to see things. You 
notice and are aware 
of so much you forgot 
about,” she explains in 
regard to teaching at 
the kindergarten level. 
Outside of school, Ms. 
Widmer spends time 
with her daughter, 
being a “Color Guard/
Soccer/Track Mom.” 
And, in case you didn’t 
know, her family also 
creates the winter 
wonderland that is 
known as Widmer 

World—a large holiday display that 
is open to the public throughout the 
whole of December, and whose setup 
takes the bulk of the year to create. 

Kristine Widmer: Lower School



 

Kindergarten – To Wait or Not To Wait? 
Features

Entering Middle School: An Important Transition

Though 
t h e 
typical 

t r a n s i t i o n 
process for 
c h i l d r e n 
f r o m 
Elementary 
to Middle 
S c h o o l 
will vary, 
for many 
students it 
may elicit 
the same 

levels of excitement, as well as anxiety, 
as they experienced with the steps 
away from the familiarity of home and 
pre-school to kindergarten. It is a new 
environment that may have different 
rules, and teacher expectations as well 
as opportunities for developing new 
friendships. This is a new grade level 
with more specialist subject teachers, 
as well as much more freedom for 
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students to explore their passions and 
personal interests. The move to Middle 
School is also a significant one in 
terms of personal changes and stages 
in development—the experiences 
of adolescence and this now new 
blossoming, more independent, and 
sometimes self conscious person, who 
consistently wants to please parents, 
teachers and friends.

For Middle School teachers, each 
year presents itself with a new group of 
students who are ready to understand 
and interact with them. They 
strive to help support each student 
academically as well as help foster and 
build upon good working and social 
relationships within the classroom and 
in the broader context of the school 
community.

This transition in some schools can be 
clouded by stories of heavy homework 
loads, and the consequences of not 
meeting commitments in school clubs, 
sports and activities. Cautionary tales 
about the challenges of finding new 
classrooms and where to go for lunch 
or the possibilities of what will happen 

IB Seniors Bust into the Science of Mythbusters

Ev e r 
w i s h 
y o u 

had the 
forethought 
to plan your 
child’s birth 
date just 
right so as 
not to have 
to face the 
dilemma of, 
to wait or not 
to wait?  It 

seems so effortless for those children 
born in spring. All kidding aside, 
the decision to enroll your child into 
kindergarten or junior kindergarten is 
one that takes careful consideration. 

The Quarry Lane School has, for 
years, identified the need for students 
to be developmentally, academically 
and socially prepared for kindergarten. 
The Quarry Lane kindergarten 
program is a rigorous, full day, 

academic program. It is more akin to 
1st grade in its expectations for levels 
of independence, curriculum material 
selection and the basic skills required 
of students entering the grade level. 
During the first weeks of The Quarry 
Lane kindergarten program, children 
are writing, not simply the alphabet, but 
complete sentences that will develop 
into structured stories. Students are 
participating in a math curriculum 
at the 1st grade level—Skip-Counting 
and tackling word problems while 
maintaining a level of independent work 
that requires a specific level of maturity 
to follow multiple-step directions and 
think critically. According to the Gesell 
Institute of Human Development, 
“Developmentally, young children may 
have not yet acquired the fine motor 
skills necessary for writing, the attention 
span to remain seated and focused, or 
the social skills necessary to interact 
in the structured environment of the 
classroom.” These are determining 
factors in the Quarry Lane admissions 
process and play a significant role in 
our decision, as a school, to recommend 

junior kindergarten or kindergarten 
placement at Quarry Lane. 

According to the Gesell Institute of 
Human Development, “When children 
reach the age that makes them eligible 
to start school, there is suddenly an 
expectation that they should all have 
the same skills and abilities and should 
all behave in exactly the same ways. 
While research has shown that every 
child goes through the same stages of 
development in the same order, it is 
important to remember that each child 
has his or her own unique rate and way 
of development. 

“In order for children to function 
at their fullest potential and meet the 
expectations of the classroom and 
curriculum, they typically need a 
certain level of physical, emotional, and 
social readiness, in addition to being 
intellectually ready, in order to succeed 
in school.” 

Quarry Lane makes every attempt to 
inform our prospective parents as to 
the specifics of our junior kindergarten 
and kindergarten programs. We host 
yearly information meetings, hold 

three Open Houses and provide 
detailed information on our website 
about the schedules and curriculum 
for our junior kindergarten and 
kindergarten programs. This is the 
most effective way to communicate the 
specifics of our program, to help you as 
a parent to understand the philosophy 
of the school, and to afford you the 
opportunity to interact with the actual 
teachers and administrators who will 
work with your children on a daily 
basis. 

As stated by Deborah Stipek, Dean 
of Stanford University’s School of 
Education, “It seems like a decision 
that’s going to make or break your 
child’s future, and it probably isn’t, the 
quality of the program, the child, the 
teacher [are] so much more important 
than the age at which he enters school.” 
It is to this end that Quarry Lane makes 
a concerted effort to recommend the 
best placement for your child within our 
program. This is our way of ensuring 
the best experience for your child, and 
for you as parents, when assisting you 
with your decision.

In the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme (IB), all 
seniors are required to participate 

in a collaborative science project 
that takes them above and beyond 
their classroom studies. This year, 
students had a Mythbusters-style 
project, in which they worked in pairs 
to discover whether or not common 
myths prove true in the lab. Based 
loosely on the television show, the 
students got to explore the unknown. 
Chemistry teacher, Dr. Carmen 
Taylor, commented, “I think that the 
Mythbusters theme was especially 
well received this year. The kids really 
enjoyed having the chance to explore 
something they’d seen on TV.”

The seniors got to work together to 
pick their experiment. From testing the 
explosive combination of Pop Rocks 
and Coca-Cola to shattering glass with 
high pitched sounds, the students did 
all of the research and experimentation 
to determine whether these myths are 
true. One group decided to test the 
theory that microwaved gumballs will 
explode when chewed. When asked 
who would be testing this explosive 
theory, senior Lewis Moffat explained 

that there would be no human testing, 
“We know the approximate weight 
of the human mouth and can use this 
to determine how much pressure to 
apply [with metal 
weights] to the 
gumballs after 
we microwave 
them.” It is this 
level of scientific 
insight that makes 
this fun project 
one of true worth. 

When it 
comes to sound, 
seniors Arnosh 
Keswani and 
Tushar Kundu 
are prepared to 
break the barrier. 
Armed with an 
amplifier (and 
ear plugs!), the 
team set out 
to break glass 
using just noise. 
Using advanced 
computer scalculations to generate 
high pitched sounds, they tested their 
theory with a wine glass set precariously 

next to the speakers. While this project 
is designed strictly for seniors, their 
project was experienced by the school 
at large. Head of English Dr. Gretchen 

K e l l o u g h 
c o m m e n t e d , 
“Students kept 
thinking the 
fire alarms 
were going 
off during the 
testing process!”. 
Students at 
Quarry Lane are 
used to being 
exposed to 
highly intelligent 
studies, so 
they were not 
surprised to 
find out that the 
sounds radiating 
through the halls 
were that of a 
well-planned IB 
senior science 
experiment

Another group tested the explosive 
effects of Mentos mint candies in Diet 
Coke. Senior Parker Newton said, “It 

is said that only Diet Coke will create 
an explosion when Mentos are added.” 
With safety goggles worn tight, the 
class gathered as the team carefully 
added the candy to the soda then 
stepped away and explode it did. As a 
whole, the senior IB students delivered 
thought-provoking experiments 
that were as academic as they were 
enjoyable! 

While the experimentation is 
exciting and action-packed, the testing 
does not begin in the lab. It begins 
in the classroom! IB Seniors are well 
aware of this project long before it 
begins and they prepare accordingly. 
Once the project is officially assigned, 
the students can begin the scientific 
research that goes behind creating these 
thrilling projects. For the Mythbusters-
style project, students sought myths 
that would be of high worth in the lab. 
They combine physics, chemistry and 
mathematics to explore the options for 
their specific experiments. By the time 
they are able to test the projects in the 
lab, they are adequately prepared to do 
so. The conclusions have already been 
made but the experiments are used to 
prove their theories correct. 

if they are late to school may abound.
At Quarry Lane, we focus on 

providing a much more positive 
message about Middle School—that it 
is academically stimulating, safe and 
fun. Through the Leadership program, 
we provide information about the 
changes that early adolescents will 
experience. We have specialist teachers 
in all subject areas that are experienced 
and versed in the developmental issues 
of their students. They are aware that 
students may have anxieties associated 
with the move into Middle School.

Our curriculum has been designed 
to allow each student to progress in 
mathematics and languages, including 
Spanish and Mandarin, based upon 
individual experience and academic 
success. The middle school science 
program is delivered by specialists 
in the subjects, and includes courses 
in Earth Science, Life Science, and 
Physical Science. The curriculum is 
not only taught in the classroom, but 
also in a laboratory setting. All courses 
focus on the acquisition of knowledge, 
critical thinking skills and practical 

investigations of the topics at hand.
Middle School English courses 

build upon previous experience in 
Writing and Grammar classes with the 
continued development of key skills 
and an appreciation of literature.

Our elective wheel allows middle 
school students to experience a range of 
activities including Physical Education, 
Theatre, Art and Music. Coupled with 
the wide range of extracurricular 
activities such as the Harry Potter Club, 
Chess, theatre and mathematics clubs 
we provide a stimulating environment 
that nurtures personal growth in the 
broadest sense.

Students in Quarry Lane’s fifth grade 
who are transitioning to our Middle 
School program have the advantage 
of continuity. They already know the 
campus, faculty and staff. They will take 
their friendships with them on their 
continuing adventure in education. This 
is one of the benefits of the Quarry Lane 
program that can begin in pre-school 
and continue through high school—
comfort of the familiar during what can 
be a difficult time of transition.

By Gabrielle Kaplan
Lower School Director

By Robert Stewart
Upper School Director

Seniors discover that the explosion caused by 
adding Mentos to Diet Coke is anything but a Myth! 



 

Student Life
2012 Alumni: University of Chicago
Quarry Lane alumni are spread out across the nation and beyond. From the 2012 

class alone, we have students that are attending universities in London, New York, 
Florida, Washington and more. SLATE decided to check in on how the Windy City is 
treating its newest enrollees. We had the opportunity to speak with two of our most 
recent alumni attending the University of Chicago. We are happy to report that these two 
students are already thriving in college.

Robert Lipman, University of Chicago, Chicago, 
Illinois

“I am at the University of Chicago and I am loving 
it!! 

“What I’m up to: Classes! I’m taking some pretty 
fascinating classes in cell biology, physiological 
stress and ‘Human Being and Citizen.’ They are 
challenging, but they really stretch your mind. My 
main things other than classes include interning 
with the Director of the new Institute for Molecular 
Engineering (look it up: it’s a big deal on campus 
right now). 

“I also run the only underground restaurant at 
any college in the nation. Three times per quarter, I 
serve a 3-5 course themed dinner in a secret location 

to half a dozen people. I get hundreds of reservation requests. The themes for 
this quarter were Harry Potter, The French Laundry and Studio Ghibli. (Check it 
out at hearthunderground.wordpress.com) Next quarter will be even crazier. It’s 
gotten SO much news coverage on campus. I also made the club tennis team and 
am on the Prospective Students Advisory Committee! 

“So far so good. Come visit!”

Rongchen Zhu, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois
“I’ve met some really smart people, great friends and nice professors. I also 

joined the International Leadership Council (ILC)—UChicago Business Club, 
Financial Markets. My classes are all small and discussion-based—I’m absolutely 
loving all of them. University of Chicago students usually stay on campus during 
weekdays to do their never-ever-ending amounts of work, but go to explore 
downtown Chicago every Saturday to eat, shop and have fun. I am liking the 
Windy City too. The University of Chicago campus is prettiest at fall.
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At the Quarry Lane School, there is no relationship 
between tuition spending and student achievement. QLS provides results for less.

Yo u 
got in, 
Beta !” 

M o t h e r ’ s 
voice escalated 
through my 
cell phone. I 
was unsure if I 
should jump up 
from elation or 
have my friend 
pinch me six 
times to remind 

me that I was most definitely awake. 
Sure, I still had about two years before 
I’d hear from college admissions offices. 
But receiving news of acceptance into a 
summer program seems close enough... 
right?

Thus, I was given the incredible 
opportunity to attend the Yale Ivy 
Scholar Program’s course on American 
Political Philosophy, Law and Economics 
(APPLE). This was the quintessential 
experience for a humanities aficionado 
like me. Mrs. Paz-Rumore, College 
Counselor, had encouraged me 
throughout the application process. 
Her endless avidity and reassuring 
faith in my ability to succeed in the 
program added to my exhilaration. 
Inching through the seven pre-assigned 
readings, I expected my time at Yale to 
be rich with rigor, wonderment, and 
irreversible camaraderie.  

I truly wanted the Ivy Scholars 
Program would give me a chance. 
Astonishingly enough, I had been 
presented with that opportunity. Yet, 
initially, I was apprehensive. Would I, 
upon reaching New Haven, be on par 
with the caliber of the one hundred and 
twenty-or-so students that had been so 
meticulously selected? I survived the 

Success At Stanford Model UN 

Future students of political science, 
international affairs and law 
know that the classes and clubs 

they choose in high school will directly 
influence their careers. At Quarry Lane, 
the Model United Nations (Model UN) 
is one of the best choices for all future 
leaders of tomorrow. 

During the fall, nine hundred 
students from 
around the 
world joined 
to participate 
in the 2012 
S t a n f o r d 
Model United 
N a t i o n s 
C o n f e r e n c e 
( S M U N C ) . 
Schools came 
from Canada, 
Costa Rica 
and Mexico, as well as a number of Bay 
Area schools, including The Quarry 
Lane School, Harker, The Bay School 
and Branson. Quarry Lane students 
represented Portugal and Thailand 
in General Assembly committees, as 
well as a number of highly specialized 
committees. 

Out of the twenty Quarry Lane 
students from Grades 10-12 who 
attended SMUNC, six students won 
top awards. Junior Kamya Arora 
received Verbal Commendation for 
her representation of Portugal in the 
European Union committee. Honorable 
Mention went to senior Arnosh Keswani 
for Ad-Hoc (the most select committee to 
which only head delegates may apply); 
sophomore Nicole de la Montanya 
won for her representation of Ethiopia 

in the African Union; and sophomore 
Bhavani Sanagavarapu was recognized 
for her representation of Portugal in 
the Economic and Social Council. The 
highest awards of Outstanding Delegate 
went to sophomore Ravi Maddali for 
his contribution to the Carthaginian 
Tribunal of the Hundred and Four: 
Punic Wars and senior Dhruv Gupta 

for his portrayal of 
Quintus Caecilius 
Matellus on the 
Roman Republican 
Senate: Punic Wars. 
Club Mentor and 
Head of English, Dr. 
Gretchen Kellough 
wishes to, extend 
a  special thanks 
to head delegate 
Snigdha Khare for 
the numerous hours 

she spent preparing the QLS team. The 
high number of awards received by 
QLS students this past weekend reflects 
the dedication she brings to our Model 
United Nations team.

To add to the excitement of the 
weekend, Quarry Lane was the only 
school given permission to stay on-
campus at the Stanford-owned Guest 
House, located on the grounds of the 
renowned Stanford Linear Accelerated 
Center (SLAC). The QLS students 
were housed with visiting researchers 
and scholars from around the world 
and were provided free meals at the 
Laboratory cafeteria. The photography 
around the Guest House highlights 
the Nobel prize-winning research 
conducted at SLAC, which our students 
found particularly inspiring.

By Kamya Arora
Junior

nervousness with trust. I trusted that my 
background, my school, my counselor 
and the two faculty who warm-
heartedly wrote my recommendations, 
had instilled in me the skills I would 
need to excel. I trusted that my family 
and my well-wishers, had provided 
me with enough  confidence needed in 
order to “go forth and conquer.”

My experience at Yale was beyond 
anything I could have ever imagined. 
After listening to three and a half hour 
lectures by the most brilliant minds, I 
felt as if there was not enough time in a 
day. Captivated by the words of Nobel 
Laureates, I could breathe both the 
humility and grandeur of a school over 
three centuries old. Engaging in rapid 
discourse with driven peers (about 
topics ranging from the landmark 
Supreme Court Case Marbury vs. 
Madison to George Kennan’s policy of 
containment in the Cold War), my thirst 
for learning deepened. 

Germinating relationships and 
creating rapport with IB students from 
over forty countries including Japan, 
Switzerland and Rome, and Singapore, 
I experienced the expansiveness of the 
continents, yet recognized the veracity 
of a “small, small world.” Re-re-editing 
drafts of legal theories and foreign policy 
opinions with my roommate until two-
am, I was constantly impassioned. But, 
most importantly, living and breathing 
in an environment that concentrated 
the sundry things I love most about 
education in an environment that 
allowed me to concentrate on my 
various passions, made these two weeks 
simply magical.

Finally, after two weeks in magnificent 
dorms and intimidating lecture halls, 
Yale’s APPLE Program cultivated in me 
the values of listening, absorbing, and 
uplifting. It was an experience that I will 
remember for a lifetime.

Alumni Robert  Lipman 
explores the University of 

Chicago Campus.
Quarry Lane’s Model UN Club Takes On Stanford!

There and Back: A Student’s 
Summer At Yale
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Middle School Soccer Continues 
with a Winning Season

With their cleats laced tight 
the middle school soccer 
team looks across the field 

at their opponents, not knowing if they 
will continue to 
hold their title. 
But the second 
the whistle is 
blown and the 
ball meets the 
field, there is no 
longer a question 
of their ability. 

This season has 
been an intense 
one for the soccer 
team! Not only 
has there been so 
much interest that the team needed to 
be split into three, but the level of talent 
has been astounding. Led by starters 
Mario Francisco and Kellen Bowen, 
along with other skilled players, 
they have remained undefeated all 

season. Each game has brought on the 
right combination of excitement and 
competitive spirit from the team and 
fans alike. During an exciting game 

against Junction 
Middle School, 
they even took the 
game into overtime 
before impressively 
sweeping in for the 
winning goal. 

During a 
regularly scheduled 
season, soccer ends 
before the days turn 
cold. This year, our 

Cougars have been 
so remarkable that 

local middle school competitors are still 
scheduling games with the team! There 
is no question that they are a force to be 
reckoned with and we continue to wish 
them luck as they defend their title. 
Way to go Cougars!

Middle School Soccer takes a break from the 
game to have some fun! 

“


