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Pencil Drawing
by Amy Kim, 

Alumna

QLS ALumni…
Where Are They noW?

The list below are some of the nation’s top schools 
that have accepted Quarry Lane alumni.
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon
Clark University 
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College 
Drexel University 
Emory University
Georgetown University 
Georgia Institute of Technology
Harvard University 
Johns Hopkins University
Loyola Marymount University 
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Penn State
Princeton University
Rice University 
Saint Mary’s College
Stanford University 
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of Chicago
University of Maryland
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill
University of Southern California 
Vanderbilt University 
Whitman University
Whittier University

Opening The Door To EndLeSS PoSSibiLiTieS

As we embark on the second 
half of the school year, I feel an 
immense pride in all that we have 

accomplished during the first half of the 
year and am filled with anticipation for 
what the second half will bring. To say that 
the bar was raised this semester at Quarry 
Lane would be an understatement. So far 
this year we have hosted our first ever 
VEX robotics tournament and the recent 
Scholar Search Educational Forum, had 
record-breaking contributions for some 
of our annual fundraisers, and had the 
best season on record yet for our high 
school boys varsity basketball team! The 
possibilities for what we can achieve and 
accomplish here at Quarry Lane seems 
endless and I believe these milestones 
are just the beginning of a new and 
exciting chapter for our great school.

Another noteworthy achievement for 
Quarry Lane was being named among the 
top 1.5% of the best private high schools 
in the nation by the education review 
website Niche. This is quite an amazing 
distinction for our school given how 
many schools they reviewed. According 
to their site, a high-ranking school is “an 
exceptional academic institution with a 
diverse set of high-achieving students.” 

That is precisely what we are and what we 
have been at Quarry Lane; our dedicated 
and talented staff and students are a 
testament to that each and every day. 

I recently heard a statement from a 
student that deeply resonated with me 
about an inherent feeling that “anything is 
possible at Quarry Lane.” It resonated with 
me because that is exactly what I set out to 
instill in our students when I established 
The Quarry Lane School almost 25 years 
ago. I wanted to create an exceptional 
academic institution where students are 
truly able to reach their fullest potential 
and an atmosphere that fosters the idea 
that anything is possible. That forward-
thinking, limitless mindset is the key to 
achieving the “impossible” and I believe 
that each and every one of our students 
is capable of doing just that. 

Of course, I would be remiss not to 
mention the impressive early action 
notices that many of our graduating 
seniors have received thus far from top 
universities such as Columbia, Princeton, 
Rose-Hulman, Lehigh and Purdue. I am 
pleased to see the dreams that our students 
have worked hard for are beginning to 
come true. 

The second half of the year at Quarry 

Lane is always an exciting time of the 
year; the energy and exuberance on 
campus is almost palpable as more college 
acceptances flood in and the spring gives 
way to some of our time-honored events. 
If our first semester was any indication 
of things to come during our second 
half, I can’t wait to see what we can do 
next! Here’s to another successful and 
rewarding semester!

The SpiriT of Giving AT QuArry LAne

Walk down the halls of Quarry 
Lane on any given day and 
you will almost surely 

see a sign, flyer or banner posted 
noting an upcoming fundraiser or 
awareness-raising event. From student 
clubs, leadership-driven causes to 
student-led initiatives, there is never 
a shortage of causes to support 
on campus. And there is never a 
shortage of support for these causes.

This year’s annual food drive, 
benefitting the Alameda County Food 
Bank, shattered records with a total 
donation of 8,745 lbs. of food—more 
than doubling last year’s record of 3,239 
lbs. According to a spokesperson from the 
food bank, this year’s donation translates 
to nearly 7,300 meals. Burke Wallace, 
Dean of Student Affairs at Quarry Lane, 
had this to say about this year’s efforts, 
“Our students are much more globally 
aware than the average student. The 

canned food drive has become one of the 
biggest successes on campus, thanks to the 

International Academy students leading 
the way. We reached a critical mass during 
the drive where students got excited to see 
the bins fill up so quickly and were driven 
to donate even more.” 

A significant portion of this year’s food 

donation—approximately 5,300 lbs.—was 
from the EL (English Learning) Department 
alone. “I found the international students’ 
effort this year truly remarkable,” says 
Mark Zabrowski, EL history instructor 
at Quarry Lane. “I feel that in some 
part, it is a way for students who may 
not be the strongest communicators to 
demonstrate their compassion for others 
and a desire to help those less fortunate 
in the community. I really could not be 
more proud of the entire group of ESL 
students for their civic mindedness.”

The Quarry Lane community also 
came out strong for the annual McHenry 

House Fundraiser, which benefits the 
McHenry House Homeless Shelter in 
Tracy, California. Each year, Quarry Lane 
participates in the “Support a Family 
Campaign” in which the school “adopts” 
families by providing items that will help 
support the family as they transition out 
of the shelter into new homes. Quarry 

Lane contributed hundreds of items to the 
drive this year, literally filling cars to their 
rooftops on delivery day. “One of the most 
heart-warming aspects of the McHenry 
House Fundraiser is that the students 
hand-deliver the contributions to the 
shelter,” says Quarry Lane’s Director of 
College Counseling Ms. Liz Paz-Rumore, 
who also oversees the Upper School 
Leadership program. She explained, “It 
allows the students the opportunity to be 
the ‘elves’ delivering our gifts and also 
gives them the chance to see the facilities 
that these families are living in.” 

The tradition of community service 
harks back to the early days of Quarry 
Lane and has been an integral part of the 
school’s values and traditions ever since. 
“Our guiding philosophy at Quarry Lane 
is ‘I can make a difference’,” says Ms. Paz-
Rumore, “I believe it is one of the keys 
to why our students and faculty are so 
committed and passionate about giving 

QuArry LAne HoSTS SchoLAr SeArch EducATionAL Forum

Crowds turned out in droves 
this past December as Quarry 
Lane hosted the 2014 Northern 

California Scholar Search Educational 
Forum. Approximately 400 people from 
all over the greater Bay Area descended 
upon the Quarry Lane campus in Dublin 
to participate in the free, educational 
forum. Designed to ignite, support 
and nurture curious students and their 
families, the forum offered a mix of 
hands-on, interactive  student workshops 
as well as practical and educational 

presentations for their families.
“Our forums enable students to 

experience firsthand the joys of learning 
and critical and creative thinking, 
especially among kindred spirits,” said 
Patsy Kumekawa, Founder of the Scholar 
Search Associates.  Held across dozens 
of cities across the country in top high 
schools and universities, the Scholar 
Search Associates Educational Forums 
were developed as a way to connect 
educational organizations and programs 
with intellectually curious students and 

their families.  
The forum at Quarry Lane—the largest 

event ever hosted at the school—certainly 
exceeded expectations. From its seamless 
execution to the palpable enthusiasm in 
the air, the event was a success by all 
accounts. “All the planning and hard 
work—by both our amazing faculty and 
student ambassadors—paid off in a well-
attended event that ran smoothly,” says 
Kelly Knabe, Quarry Lane’s Outreach 
Coordinator who spearheaded the 
organization of the event. “I am so 

Scholar Search Educational Forum attendees  
walking through exhibit floor at Quarry Lane.

Sincerely,

Sabri Arac, Ph.D.
Head of School

QLS students pose for a photo with their food 
drive contributions.
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If life were one big movie production, 
sophomore Taylor Young would be 
first in line to watch it. “I love films 

based on nostalgia,” she says. “I love 
making films and capturing 
footage over periods of 
time and somehow putting 
it together into a film.”  
An aspiring filmmaker, 
Taylor began studying and 
producing films in middle 
school starting with class 
projects and eventually 
entering film contests.

Taylor’s passion for 
filmmaking was apparent 
from an early age. As a young 
child, she remembers being 
mesmerized by movies and television. “I 
always wanted to watch the commercials 
on T.V.,” describes Taylor. “In fact, I would 
get upset at my parents for changing 

channels or fast-forwarding through the 
commercials!” 

It was a middle school class project that 
kick-started Taylor’s fascination of the 
filmmaking world.Later, after completing 

a film for Mr. Bialkowski’s history 
class in her freshman year, 
Quarry Lane’s Director of College 
Counseling, Ms. Liz Paz-Rumore 
encouraged her to pursue her talent 
in filmmaking. “I remember that 
Ms. Paz-Rumore happened to see 
the film I did for my history class 
project and told me that I had a lot of 
talent for it,”she says. “That’s when 
I thought that maybe I could really 
do something with filmmaking, so 
I did some research and stumbled 
upon my first film competition.” 

The first film contest she entered was a 
24 hour competition where competitors 
had 24 hours to produce a short film. Her 
film garnered three nominations and, 

more importantly, inspired her to keep 
pursuing her passion for filmmaking. 
With a budding film portfolio and serious 
experience to show for it, Taylor’s passion 
for filmmaking seems to know no bounds. 
“I’m constantly seeing things through a 
cinematic lens,” she says. “For instance, 
I’ll see something and think, ‘that would 
look so cool from this angle or that angle’”.

Among her favorite movies are Dead 
Poets Society and Boyhood. The latter film, 
Boyhood, is a coming-of-age drama filmed 
intermittently over a twelve year period; 
just the type of film that Taylor loves. “I 
love films that are sort of non-conformist; 
ones that don’t really follow the ‘rules’ of 
filmmaking and push the envelope,” she 
says. For her own films, Taylor has found a 
wealth of support and resources on campus 
at Quarry Lane. “My friends at Quarry 
Lane have been great about letting me film 
them for my movies,” says Taylor. “I also 
think that all the hands-on work we do and 

just the support we get from our teachers 
and faculty like Ms. Paz-Rumore, really 
make you feel like anything is possible 
and that you can reach out and do things 
you dream about.” 

Her dream college is the University of 
Southern California, a school renowned 
for its film program, where she hopes to 
pursue a degree in filmmaking.  When 
asked about what she predicts for Taylor’s 
future in filmmaking, Ms. Paz-Rumore had 
this to say, “It’s so exciting to see a student 
like Taylor with an interest for something 
like filmmaking, and then fueling it 
by undertaking independent projects 
to stretch and grow. By the time she 
graduates from high school, I predict she 
will have a terrific portfolio of experiences 
to launch her into college.” If her passion 
and talent are any indication about her 
future in filmmaking, you can bet that a 
Taylor Young film will be coming one day 
to a cinema near you.

TEACHER Spotlight

Student Spotlight

Though she has only been here since 
fall, Upper School science teacher 
Andrea Peoples-Marwah—or 

Dr. “P-Dove,” as she’s affectionately 
known—has already garnered a 
remarkable fan-base from her students, 
and a reputation as one of Quarry Lane’s 
most beloved instructors. Originally 
hailing from Akron, Ohio, Dr. Peoples-
Marwah grew up instilled with the value 
of education. However, teaching was not 
her first profession of choice. “I wanted 
to become an actress,” she recalls, “but 
Hollywood was three thousand miles 
and a dream away.” Many years later, at 
a time when she dreamed of becoming 
a physician while acting on the side, 

she met famed teacher Jaime Escalante 
who told her that she would make a 
great teacher some day. Little did he 
know, he would be absolutely right.

Serendipity brought her to The Quarry 
Lane School. Having just relocated to 
the Bay Area from North Carolina, Dr. 
Peoples-Marwah had just completed 
an Instructional Coach position with 
Summerbridge at San Francisco 
University High School. With over 20 
years of teaching experience now under 
her belt, she was cautiously looking for 
a science teaching position. “I wanted to 
teach at an excellent school with rigorous 
academics fused with creativity and true 
camaraderie among the faculty and 

staff,” she says. “When the opportunity 
at Quarry Lane presented itself, I jumped 
on it and felt right at 
home. It was an instant 
love match!” 

For her students, the 
feeling is mutual. In 
addition to teaching 
science, Dr. Peoples-
Marwah is also the 
mentor for the Health 
Awareness Club (HAC). 
The club, started this 
year by student Bhavani 
Sanagavarapu,  strives 
to bring an overall awareness of and 
raise funds for global health issues. 

“Dr. P-Dove is one of Quarry Lane’s 
most compassionate, hard-working and 

supportive teachers,” says Bhavani. 
“She has been a great mentor for the 
HAC because of the encouragement 
she provides to all club members, 
her input on our activities and her 
overall support in the club meetings 
and activities.” 

How did she manage to become 
such an inspirational figure on 
campus after only a semester? The 
answer may be in her philosophy 
and style of teaching. “I teach 
with the belief that every child is 

intelligent—we, as educators, must tap 

Close Up

TAyLor Young: Filmmaker Extraordinaire 

ALexAnder Xie: First Grader Achieving Excellence 
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At the tender age of seven, first 
grader Alexander Xie is well on 
his way to adding “accomplished 

musician” to his impressive list of skills. 
He has played the piano for over two 
years and regularly attends percussion 
classes. Combined with his passion 
and sheer talent, Alexander’s musical 
skill is nothing short of impressive for 
a first grader. This February, he will 
participate in the “United States Open 
Music Piano Competition” where he 
hopes to take home several awards. In 
addition to the upcoming competition, 
Alexander has also performed in the 

percussion ensemble at the San Jose State 
University Music Hall. 

Research has widely 
shown that learning 
music facilitates learning 
in other non-music 
subjects and Alexander 
may just be a shining 
example of the benefits of 
a musical education. “We 
think Alex’s music classes 
are quite helpful to his 
brain development,” 
says Shibin Xie, Alexander’s father. 
“He has a really good memory which 

I think is partly due to studying notes 
and memorizing his music 
pieces.”

An avid reader, Alexander 
can often be found spending 
hours a day reading books. 
His favorite books include 
books from the Magic Tree 
House series and the Judy 
Moody series. As for his 
favorite subject at school, 
Alexander says that he loves 
all of his classes but if he had 

to choose just one, math would be it. 
Like many of his classmates, Alexander 

exemplifies the meaning of a “well-
rounded” student. In addition to his 
music lessons, he also attends swimming 
classes, where he recently received 
a Silver Starfish Award. Alexander 
also recently earned his blue belt in 
Taekwondo. One might wonder what 
such an accomplished and talented first 
grader dreams to be when he grows up. 
“I haven’t decided yet,” is Alexander’s 
answer to the all-encompassing question. 
With his future wide open and the 
possibilities endless, perhaps that is just 
the perfect response. 

After eleven years of teaching, 
fourth grade teacher Otilia 
Martiniuc is still loving 

every minute of it, and she’s happy 
she took the path less 
traveled. “I avoided the 
‘Education’ building 
at the University of the 
Pacific like the plague, 
hoping that teaching 
wouldn’t ‘find’ me,” she 
recalls. “In hindsight, I 
see and know now with a 
certainty that I was always 
meant to be a teacher.”

Being the oldest of 16 
children, she gained a lot 
of experience in caring for and teaching 
children while growing up. However, 
it was her experience in pre-Calculus 
during high school that drew her to 
mathematics and planted the seed that 
would eventually blossom into a fulfilling 

teaching career. “I had a phenomenal 
teacher who took the time to really 
explain the math to me,” she says. “I had 
always loved math and was good at it, but 

never really had a chance to dissect 
it and understand it like that. Once 
I did, I had an urge to help other 
students experience that kind of 
success and understanding!”  

After graduating from the 
University of the Pacific with 
degrees in Sports Medicine and 
French, Ms. Martiniuc had an 
opportunity to teach sixth grade 
at a private school, so she decided 
to take a chance and pursue it. 
It wasn’t very long into her first 

foray into teaching that she realized it was 
something she was destined to do. “What 
I love most about teaching is having the 
ability to impact a student’s self-esteem. 
If I can find a way to persuade a student 
to believe that they are able to solve 

any problem and tackle any difficulty 
in academics—no matter what their 
background is—then I know I have 
turned a key that can open many doors 
for them.” 

As for her teaching style, Ms. Martiniuc 
describes herself as taking more of a 
facilitator role. “I place a strong emphasis 
on teacher-student relationships,” she 
describes. “One where I am learning 
with my students and students are 
learning with me, not just from me.” 
After completing her first semester at 
Quarry Lane, it is clear that her teaching 
style has been well received. Smiles and 
laughter are abundant in her classroom 
and it is evident that her students have 
been infected with a real joy for learning. 
Although, the laughter in her classroom 
may also be attributed in small part to 
her linguistic skills. “I speak in three 
different languages: English, French 
and Romanian,” she says. “I think 

speaking in three languages causes some 
funny accents to come out when I talk 
sometimes!” 

How does she feel now that the 
first half of the year is behind her? 
“My experience here, so far, has been 
so fulfilling,” she says. “I have the 
opportunity here to teach like a real 
teacher—authentically and organically. 
I teach with other like-minded and 
committed teachers and it really makes 
a difference in the effectiveness of my 
teaching. I truly see that my students are 
learning and growing.” As for what she 
hopes her students leave her classroom 
with this year, she says, “I hope that 
they remember that they were able to 
be themselves freely, that they laughed 
loudly and were cared for deeply…and 
that math is actually easy!” 

OTiLiA MArTiniuc: Inspiring Confidence in the Classroom 

AndreA PeopLeS-MArWAh: A Serendipitous Path to QLS
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As  parents and 
e d u c a t o r s 
we have a 

responsibility to 
our children, and 
students, to help 
them navigate 
through the world. 
We take this role 
very seriously, but 
at times we may 
lose sight of the 
many opportunities 

afforded, on a daily basis, to help foster 
independence in our children.  One of the 
most critical responsibilities for parents 
and educators is to create an environment 
that promotes independence in our 
children which in turn, builds a strong 

sense of self-confidence from within.  
The road to independence for children 

can be a tough one especially when 
parents or educators do not foster an 
environment where children feel safe 
to ask questions, take risks or fail. The 
need, and desire, to protect our children 
is paramount, but at times we may be 
unaware that by not allowing our children 
to experience failure, disappointment, or 
be held accountable for their actions, we 
may be hurting their chances of becoming 
independent, successful children. As 
noted by Jim Taylor, PhD, “The reluctance 
of children to take responsibility for their 
actions is based on their desire to protect 
themselves from failure. By blaming 
outside factors, such as other people, bad 
luck, or unfairness, children can safeguard 

their egos from harm. Yet, responsibility 
is two sides of the same coin. Your 
children can’t take responsibility for their 
achievements and successes unless they 
are willing to take responsibility for their 
mistakes and failures.”

Taking risks and making choices are 
critical for children to understand that 
they have a role to play in their own 
lives. Making decisions independently 
is a critical step in emotional maturity. 
Creating an environment in which your 
child feels safe to ask questions, is offered 
choices (even if you select the choices), is 
allowed to make decisions and will accept 
responsibility for their actions allows 
them to gain the confidence they need to 
face the challenges that lay ahead as they 
grow up.  It may be hard as parents to 

watch our children make mistakes and 
you may even be frustrated with their 
choices, but it is a crucial step in creating 
an independent person who is prepared 
to face the world.  

The Quarry Lane School strives to 
create independent learners that take 
responsibility for their actions, their 
school work and their contribution to the 
community around them. Through classes 
that require independent decision making 
and critical thinking—in conjunction with 
teachers that place great value on creating 
autonomy—we see our students emerging 
from our programs with a strong sense of 
self, a direction and focus for their future, 
and above all, we see happy, confident, 
independent children who know that they 
are the architects of their own lives. 

EducATing The WhoLe STudenT 
Features

QLS WinTer ArTS FeSTivAL: A CeLebrATion 
TrAnSformed

This winter, the QLS Visual 
and Performing Arts (VAPA) 
Department decided to make 

a change to their annual winter arts 
celebration by transforming what was 
previously known as the “Evening of 
the Arts” to a day-long celebration 
of the arts dubbed the “Winter Arts 
Festival.” Festivities began during 
the day allowing students, who may 
normally not attend an evening event, 
the opportunity to take part in the 
celebration. It also allowed for a wider 
selection of student performances. “It 
was nice to have the festival spread 
throughout the day,” says QLS theater 
instructor Mrs. Kira Zabrowski. “It 
allowed the Lower School students 
the opportunity to experience the 
performances and view the art.” 

The change in size and scope of the 
event also gave way to a change in the feel 
of the event as well.  Traditionally a more 
formal, “black curtain” event, this year’s 
festival boasted a more casual, relaxed 
atmosphere blending live performances 
from theater arts, dance and music into 

the event along with a stunning visual 
art gallery. “We tossed around the name 
‘Art-a-Palooza’ for a bit,” says Quarry 

Lane’s Head of Visual Arts, Mr. Louis 
Chinn. “Then, we finally settled on 
‘Winter Arts Festival.’ We really liked the 
‘festival’ aspect of it because it captures 
what we want the event to feel like—a 
true celebration of the arts. Having the 
arts on display throughout the day 
provided a real festival feel to the event 
and gave importance to the work that 
both the staff and students put into the 

arts program at Quarry Lane.” 
Spreading the event into a day-long 

festival had the organizers worried about 
the attendance levels throughout the 
day, but those worries were quickly 
quelled as crowds packed the Villa 
for the first portion of the event.  As 
the crowds gathered in the Villa, 
a rousing performance from the 
theater arts students kicked off 
the festivities as a group of Lower 
School students looked on with big, 
wondrous eyes. Performances from 
the Rock Band Club punctuated the 
after-school session and brought out 

emphatic cheers from the audience. 
Evening spectators were dazzled by 

performances from the jazz orchestra, 
middle school dance students and 
jazz band.  The audience also enjoyed 
sneak previews from the Fashion Club’s 
upcoming Spring Fashion Show, and 
from the spring musical, “A Totally 
80’s Midsummer Night’s Dream,” set 
to debut in March. “The Villa was more 
or less full throughout the day for all of 
the dancers, actors and musicians,” says 
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FoSTering Independence in our 

Quarry Lane 
s t u d e n t s 
are future 

leaders who live in 
a global economy 
that requires 
them to think 
both critically 
and creatively, 
a p p r a i s e  a  
continuous stream 
of information 
on a daily basis 

for relevancy, decipher multifaceted 
problems and communicate effectively 
both verbally and in written text. 
Students do need a strong foundation in 
each of their academic courses; yet, the 
prowess of scholarship does not alone 
build character nor ensures lifelong 
success as an individual when pursing 
academic, professional or personal goals..  

 Today, education demands that 
students not only master content, but also 
apply what they have learned whether 
as active participants in class, peer 
tutors, an officer or member of a club, or 
community outreach and engagement.  
The Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development (ASCD) 
outlines five tenets of what is whole 
child education:  students must be 
healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and 

challenged. Students at Quarry Lane 
have an advantage over their peers who 
attend other schools when looking at 
how we educate the whole student.  

Our curriculum offerings go beyond 
Common Core and tap into fields of 
study that our students are interested 
in taking. For example, students have 
shown a strong interest in the area of 
astronomy and astrophysics. Courses 
in astronomy are currently being 
developed and will be offered to high 
school students starting next year.  The 
International Baccalaureate (IB) program 
is a rigorous series of classes in which 
students study in-depth six fields of 
concentration over the course of their 
junior and seniors years of high school. 
The IB diploma program is inclusive 
of a Creativity, Action, and Service 
(CAS) component which challenges the 
students to look beyond course work by 
developing personal skills and talents 
they never knew existed.

Engagement is more than being at 
school, actively participating in class 
and focusing on course work. Our 
students enthusiastically seek out and 
participate in internships and collaborate 
with mentors in the Bay Area to apply 
what they have learned in real-world 
projects and research. This past year, 
Quarry Lane students have conducted 
research at Stanford University, Sandia 

National Lab and MIT Research. 
Additionally, many of our students 
represent Quarry Lane and engage in 
the community at large through various 
part-time employment opportunities. 

Students at Quarry Lane continuously 
look beyond our school community 
borders to local, national and 
international issues of interest; seeking 
out ways to be of service to those 
less privileged or in need. Within the 
last year, Quarry Lane students have 
reached out and supported a number 
of organizations, including the McHenry 
House Family Shelter, Soles 4 Souls, 
Alameda County Food Bank and 
Project Peanut Butter, to name a few. 
Our students passionately support each 
of these projects—often going the extra 
step by learning about the organization, 
its cause and the people they support. 

Quarry Lane continually strives 
to provide our students a learning 
environment that nurtures the whole 
child. The above examples are just the 
tip of the iceberg.  We are honored to 
have the privilege and opportunity to 
provide a school experience that not 
only challenges our student’s intellect, 
but also helps in developing the qualities 
and characteristics necessary for them to 
flourish as global citizens.

The Rock Band Club performing at the Winter  
Arts Festival.

By Dr. Cheryl Burleigh
Dean of Academic Affairs

BhAvAni SAnAgAvArApu: A Passion for Helping and Healing

By Ms. Gabrielle Kaplan
Lower School Director

QuArry LAne HoSTS 
SchoLAr SeArch 
EducATionAL Forum

grateful that we were able to show off our 
talented faculty and our great campus in this 
capacity.” For Patsy Kumekawa, the forum 
was an obvious success. “We were happy 
that the exhibit area was busy and positively 
humming throughout the day,” she said. 
“We were also delighted and surprised by 
the huge positive response we received from 
the forum attendees.” 

Student sessions included workshops 
on traditional Chinese brush painting 
and calligraphy, rocket engineering, 
improvisational theater and more. Mike 
Smith, speech and debate instructor and 
coach at Quarry Lane, hosted a student 
session on the thrill of argumentation and 
had this to say, “Admittedly, I didn’t know 
what to expect from the sessions and the 
classes were beyond my expectations. 
We had back to back rooms overflowing 
with kids who were so into what we were 
doing that I had to cut off the first session 
and tell them it was time to go!” Quarry 
Lane mathematics instructor Matt Hewes 
tapped into his passion for astronomy 
for his session. He took his students on a 
mock journey through space, complete 
with individual, illuminated stations that 
provided descriptions about the stars they 
visited and spectral glasses that the students 
were allowed to keep at the end of the 
session. “The students were completely 
enthralled the whole time and were very 
respectful of all of the equipment I set up,” 
he said. 

The family/parent-focused presentations 
during the event included topics such as 
early college alternatives, intercultural 
learning and putting the arts into Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) education. Liz Paz-Rumore, Director 
of College Counseling at Quarry Lane, 
hosted a presentation on creating a game 
plan for college admissions that proved to 
be wildly successful with many audience 
members reaching out to speak with her 
afterwards. “After my 3:00 presentation, I 
was rushed by a bunch of people which was 
quite fun,” she says. “I was excited that so 
many outside faces had a chance to sample 
some of our wonderful teachers.” 

As for how the overall success of the event 
bodes for future of Quarry Lane hosting 
similar events, the future looks quite bright 
according to Kelly Knabe. “Now that we 
know we can pull it off, I say bring on the 
next one! I look forward to many future 
events such as these that allow us to share 
the great things and all of the wonderful 
things about The Quarry Lane School.” 

...Continued from Page 1

...Continued from Page 2

Continued on Page 4...



UPCOMING EVENTS
February 11 — Jr. K - 1st Grade Spring Musical, Amador Theatre

February 18 — 2nd - 5th Grade Spring Musical, Amador Theatre 

March  23, 24, 25 — Upper School Spring Musical Production

April 6 - 10 — Spring Break (Lower and Upper School)
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into every child’s creativity to 
allow them to feel comfortable with 
approaching concepts and ideas with 
comfort and with ease yet with the 
anticipation of being continuously 
challenged,” she explains. Her admiration 
from the students, parents and staff at 
Quarry Lane may also be a reflection 
of her own experience at Quarry Lane 
thus far. “My experience teaching at 
QLS has been overwhelmingly beautiful 
and I wholeheartedly mean this…. The 
parents of Quarry Lane are such a loving 
and most sincere group of parents I’ve 
ever worked with. They trust us to pave 
the way towards a brighter and more 
meaningful education for their children; 
an education that commits to a lifetime 
of learning, knowing and embracing.” 

Outside of teaching, Dr. Peoples-
Marwah continues to nurture her passion 

for performing. “I practice singing, acting 
and dancing at home with my daughter; 
we read sides or ‘lines’ from some of our 
favorite Disney shows and movies,” 
she says. “We also recently went on an 
audition together!” 

As she gears up to complete her first 
school year at Quarry Lane, she hopes 
that her students leave her classroom with 
an increased confidence in themselves—a 
sentiment that hails from her own 
personal experiences. “The legacy that I 
want to leave behind with my kids is to 
follow their passion—not anyone else’s 
dreams, but solely their own,” she says. 
“In other words, don’t be something that 
someone else wants you to be, but rather 
what you want yourself to be. Believe in 
yourself. Respect yourself. Love yourself. 
The rest will fall into place.”

AndreA PeopLeS-MArWAh: A 
Serendipitous Path to QLS

back. Simply put, if you believe you 
can make a difference, you do. That is the 
sort of environment that we foster here 
at Quarry Lane and I am unbelievably 
proud of the efforts and achievements of 
all of our community service endeavors.” 
“I think that the spirit of giving back is so 
well embraced at Quarry Lane,” says QLS 
senior Dinar Kurji. “All of our students 
understand their global responsibility as 
citizens of the world.”

For many Quarry Lane students,  
including Dinar, the drive to give back 
to the community goes beyond the 
campus walls and the local area. Dinar 
led Quarry Lane’s Partnership Walk team 
this year. An annual public event hosted 
by PartnershipsInAction, the Partnership 
Walk raises funds 
for and awareness 
of the fight against 
global poverty. 
This year’s team 
raised over $4,000 
and won the “All 
Team Award” for 
the second time. 
Alejandra Abella 
Fernandez, a QLS 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Academy student 
from Columbia, 
took her fundraising efforts globally 
this year. She led the effort to organize 
“Regala Navidad”—held at the Quarry 
Lane campus this year—which benefited 

a small village in her native country 
of Columbia. Bhavani Sanagavarapu, 
a QLS senior, describes community 
service as a way of life for her. Her 
community service endeavors range from 
volunteer work at Kaiser Permanente 
and the American Cancer Society, to 
fundraising for organizations such as the 
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, and the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. She 
also recently launched her own personal 
website, Singing for Hearts—a project 
that blended her passion for singing and 
community service—that supports the 
American Heart & Stroke Association. 
When asked what drives her to give 
back so earnestly, she said, “At a certain 

point, I believe 
c o m m u n i t y 
service becomes 
a way of life—
s o m e t h i n g 
that manifests 
itself in many 
different ways 
of giving back. 
At Quarry Lane, 
I believe we have 
an environment 
that provides the 

initial spark that attracts students to give 
back and from there, the drive simply 
grows and those experiences result in the 
motivation to do more.”

...Continued from Page 2
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Dr. Patrick Liddell, Music Director for 
Quarry Lane. “What a great experience 
for all of the performers!” 

Preparations for the event began well 
before the scheduled date with countless 
hours spent by both students and teachers 
rehearsing and preparing for the big day. 
Such a big production also required a large 
amount of collaboration between the entire 
student body. “It’s always wonderful to 
see the international students with the 
domestic students working together to 
create a performance piece in which they 
both have to come up with something 
different for the audience to experience,” 
says Mrs. Zabrowski.  Mr. Chinn echoed 
those sentiments, “My favorite part of 
the event is seeing the student culture 
and camaraderie that develops through 
collaborating and performing together. 
I love the teamwork and effort that 

happened across both the international 
and domestic student populations.” 

For the event’s organizers, this year’s 
festival was a resounding success. “In our 
increasingly mediated and digital world, 
it was great to see the students be able to 
experience the excitement of participating 
in a live performance” says Mrs. Susan 
Lamberth, dance instructor at Quarry 
Lane. Perhaps the biggest takeaway from 
this year’s event was the student feedback 
and reinvigorated interest in the arts as 
Dr. Liddell explains, “It definitely sparked 
an interest in the arts from some students 
and a number of students approached me 
afterwards asking how they could join the 
choir or play with the rock band. This sort 
of promotion of the arts is more than we, as 
a Visual and Performing Arts department, 
could hope for!”

CougAr AThLeTicS: 2014 - 2015

It has been a busy and rewarding 
winter season for the Quarry Lane 
Athletics Department. The high 

school boys’ varsity basketball team 
enjoyed their best season on record 
with a 10-3 record going into their last 
games of the season. “I am extremely 
proud of both the 
varsity and JV 
boys’ basketball 
teams this year,” 
says QLS Athletics 
Director Sandor 
Ceballos. “The 
varsity team has 
worked extremely 
hard to get where 
they are right now 
and the JV team 
is also working 
hard, taking the 
necessary steps to improve and 
have future successes of their own.”

This season was also the debut of 
Quarry Lane’s first high school girls’ 
JV basketball team who scored their 
first victory against the Athenian School 
Owls on January 12. “This is the first 
year that we have had a girls’ basketball 
team at the high school level,” says Mr. 

Ceballos. “I consider this a huge step 
towards the future of our girls’ basketball 
program and I’m very excited about it!” 
The middle school girls’ basketball team 
wrapped up their season with many of 
the players intending to participate in 
upcoming basketball clinics to further 
develop and improve their skills. 

H o w e v e r 
it wasn’t all 
b a s k e t b a l l 
this season 
for Cougar 
A t h l e t i c s . 
Despite a few 
rainy days, 
the middle 
school co-ed 
soccer team 
rallied together 

and put in a 
tremendous effort 

against some formidable teams. “It really 
has been a great season for all of our 
teams,” says Mr. Ceballos. “I know how 
hard they have all worked and can see 
this boding well for the future of Quarry 
Lane athletics.” For now, Mr. Ceballos is 
focused on finishing out the season strong 
and gearing up for an equally successful 
spring season. 

Members of the boys’ varsity basketball team at 
the Winter Pep Rally. 

The SpiriT of Giving AT QuArry 
LAne

Members of QLS’ Partnership Walk team 
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Visual art gallery at the Winter Arts Festival 


